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Barrow Island Community Primary School 

Trinity Street 

Barrow-in-Furness    

Cumbria   LA14 2SJ 

Telephone 01229 820302 

Email: headteacher@barrowisland.cumbria.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs J Dixon B.Tech (Hons) NPQH 

 

 

28.3.2020 

BARROW HUBS CHILDCARE PROVISION  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

The following schools: Chetwynde, St Pius X and Vickerstown will remain open as 

hubs to provide essential childcare for families in the town.  

 

If you think you qualify for child care, please read the information below and 

complete the form found via the link in the letter.  

 

The message is and must continue to be CHILDREN ARE SAFER AT HOME.  

 

Please follow the government guidance and stay safe. 

 

Yours sincerely  
Janet Dixon 

Headteacher 

 
Following information is from the headteachers of the hub schools:-  
 
We will only be offering childcare for families that meet the criteria of key/critical workers or 

for children that are vulnerable. A robust screening process and strict criteria is in place and 

the Headteachers of each hub will screen the applications personally. Initially we are only 

collecting childcare requirements for Easter holidays.  

We have worked hard to provide extra clarity and consistency around the critical worker list. 

The Government’s definition of a ‘critical worker’ and a ‘vulnerable child’ is extensive and 

unless we prioritise, we may not be able to support the families and workers that require this 

help the most. We have used the Government’s official guidance for schools which includes 

Government’s official list of critical workers to put critical workers into a tiered system. The 

Headteachers of the hubs will make their decisions based on level of need to identify how 

many tiers we are open for and this may change on a daily basis. Please note that each hub 

is limited to ten places. Therefore, there are only thirty places across Barrow.  
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Current government guidance regarding eligibility for the childcare is that children with at 

least one parent or carer who are identified as critical workers by the government can 

potentially send their children to school if required. However, our criteria is that both parents 

must be critical workers (unless there are exceptional circumstances) and we must 

emphasise that the government guidance also states that, “many parents working in these 

critical sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every child who can be 

safely cared for at home should be”. Therefore, this childcare must only be for the days/times 

you definitely need it, so the information you include on your form (see link below) will be 

essential. Please note we will be prioritising single parents and families who have two parents 

or carers on the critical list. We will apply the tier criteria until we have reached capacity 

(see paragraph above). Parents who bring their children to hubs and unaccompanied 

children, who are not deemed to be eligible or just turn up will be turned away.  

We are asking parents to complete the form found via this link: 

https://forms.gle/ifPaHucPTWpVnpLc8 to give us information about your situations and why 

you require childcare. We feel this form is an efficient system. If you are a critical worker, we 

will be asking you to provide proof of employment (payslip, contract or identity badge). In 

addition, the form will ask you to give us contact details including full name, telephone 

number and email address of your supervisor so we can confirm that your active role is a 

necessity in these challenging circumstances (this will only be applied when we are unsure). 

We may also need to get in touch with you via telephone to gain some extra clarification.  

Please note, the current guidance around self-isolation regarding symptoms of coronavirus 
including a temperature of over 37.8 C and/or a persistent cough are still in force. 
 
We will have to make some difficult decisions and hold some incredibly challenging 
conversations with families who are understandably under immense pressure. We ask that 
you please work with us and not against us as we do this 
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